Wavy River

A River Academy at Kallang Project
3 September 2022: children’s encounters with The Kallang River begin

The 7 learners (P1- 4 from Bendemeer Primary)

*Muhammad Akid Qushairi, Ria Nur Jannah, Ana Nur Aishah, Ari Nur
Firzanah, Muhammad Irfan Bin Mohamat Firman, Muhammad Iryan Bin
Razali, Nur Insyirah Binte Razali

(Note: Only *Muhammad Akid Qushairi attends after school programme)

The 7 pupils come from the 2 rental blocks in Kolam Ayer. They were
recommended by the grassroots leaders who are concerned about the
children’s learning. The parents can’t support their children’s learning.

An investigative project on the Kallang River that flows beside Block 64
Kallang Bahru was launched on 3 September 2022. The theme of water
was explored through Science, Maths, English, music, poetry, stories,
food, outdoor visits to Pierce Reservoir, Kallang Basin, Singapore River.
The pupils had sessions with cellists, eco-poet, story teller, journalist, the
Member of Parliament for Kolam Ayer and Bendemeer Primary school.

The aim was to understand the importance of water to Singapore’s
survival and the contexts of understanding the present through the past
and future of water and Singapore.

The highlight of the project was the pupils’ composition of a poem on the
Kallang River — on the 4" Saturday of the project. It was titled Wavy
River.

The Kallang River project by the 7 pupils will be showcased at the 2023
Singapore International Water Week. Confidence and self-belief are built
through these sessions where the pupils lead the learning. The starting
point in learning is what they know, not what they don’t know. The rule
always is — there are no wrong answers.

Older student peer mentors were a key pillar of the project.

Wavy River co-composed by 7 pupils with an eco-poet from PUB
| feel the wave moving

| love the water



| hear the water flowing
| feel the wind blowing at me
And | hear it whistling
It feels nice and windy
| saw a green turtle swimming happily and slowly
| saw ants crawling on the bench
| saw three adults looking at the wavy river
| saw houses that are short and tall
| hear a bird chirping
| saw a big tree with green leaves
like the playground slide next to the river
| feel calm and satisfied at the wavy river

(The 7 pupils went to the Kallang River. Observed, listened, felt and
came back and wrote their lines. They suggested titles, then voted on
their favourite title. Wavy River won with 6 votes)

Evidence of Learning

Seven eager and intelligent learners came every week on time for the
programme that started on 3rd September (10 am — 5 pm). Attendance
was almost 100 per cent. Sessions were supposed to end in end
October but pupils and parents wanted sessions to continue to
December 2022.

From the day they started their Saturday, they were only interested in
reading, writing, spelling, numbers, science. They brought their
homework to the sessions to complete. They asked for help with
subjects or topics they had problems with.

All 7 created their own word/spelling list after each Saturday.

The 7 identified their learning problems. This helped the teachers and
peer mentors focus on how to learn. The children were supportive of
each other’s learning and a 10-year-old would wait patiently for a 7-year-
old to keep pace with the learning.



The children knew the answers to questions but were hesitant to say
them in class. They were worried that they could be wrong.

They showed high level of confidence in leading the group for lunches.
They set and followed their own rules for outdoor and indoor behaviour.
The pupils have learnt self-regulation skills during the programme.

Community engagement provided rich experiences for the children. A
story telling session was more of a theatre performance, up close
encounters with the cellists and their cellos allowed children to be close
to the music and ask the musicians their own questions- how old is your
cello, why are the 2 cellos of different colour and did you cut the horses’
hair (used to make the strings on the bow)?

The pupils showed little resistance to the idea of changing their diet,
quite dramatically, by adding fruits after every lunch meal. They stopped
eating eating prata, nasi lemak or fried rice for lunch after just one class
discussion. They were willing to try mee rebus with a boiled egg (not
fried), plain rice with curry or lontong with some vegetables. On week 9
the 7 pupils added cabbage, spinach and carrots to their lunch plates.
By now they know they should have one serving of vegetables with their
lunch. They can now appreciate different food like basmati rice, naan
and spaghetti,

The pupils suggested that the Saturday programme be extended to
November and December. “So, we can learn”, said one. Their parents
echoed this request. The pupils also wanted their school friends to be
invited to join the Saturday sessions.

Parents’ Feedback

Parent participation has been strong from the way they sent their
children to the Saturday sessions, listened to what their children had to
say about the day’s sessions and totally cooperative with the Teachers’
advice on how to prepare for sessions.

Mother of Akid (P3): “It really benefits my son ‘cos he loves so much
coming for the program every Saturday and he learn about the history of
Singapore and the environment and also, he loves the cello. | notice he
has become reliable and independent. He can do things himself and
always tells me what is going on at the centre and he is so cheerful and
excited when he talks about it.”



Mother of Ari (P4), Ria (P3), Anna (P1): “They come back every
Saturday and tell me what they did, what they ate, where they went.
They talk non-stop and they are so happy. My children are learning”.

Mother of Irfan (P4), Inshirah (P2), Irian (P1): My children like this
programme. They want to attend the Saturday class. They get to study,
eat healthy food and go out to places where they learn more. | don't
have the money to bring them to these outdoor places so I’'m happy that
this programme brings them to many places to learn.”

Dr Wan Rizal bin Wan Zakariah (MP) visits Project

Dr Wan Rizal bin Wan Zakariah, MP for Kolam Ayer, visited the
programme at Blk 64 Kallang Bahru on 22 October 2022. He spent an
hour interacting with the 7 pupils and understanding how the learning
took place. During the session with Dr Wan Rizal, pupils read their poem
Wavy River. Dr Wan Rizal was impressed with the learning approach of
working with an eco-poet. He asked “what are the chances of you finding
an eco-poet?”

The 7 pupils asked him questions that were important to them. Dr Wan
Rizal listened and answered the questions with a lot of facts. The
confidence levels of the pupils were high. Here are the questions and
answers:

Question 1:

Dr Wan Rizal: | look after the constituency to make sure residents’
needs are met in housing, facilities and services. | also work with the
Town Council to keep the estate clean and the playgrounds, safe.

Question 2:

Dr Wan Rizal: Building a new library in Kolam Ayer will take time and
needs money. How about | set up a reading space with books at the
Kolam Ayer Community Club and you can borrow and read books?

(One parent said she will donate books.)
Question 3: Why is Singapore small?

Dr Wan Rizal: Yes, Singapore is small but the planners have packed in a
lot of things into a small city. So, it's no longer small. The city is so well
built that many countries want to visit and learn from Singapore. Dr Wan
Rizal told the children his story about how a small mosquito once kept



him awake at night. He was camping outdoors. He couldn’t sleep the
whole night because a mosquito buzzed around his ear the whole time.
He told the pupils: “Imagine how a small mosquito could prevent me
from sleeping the whole night. So small can be powerful.”

The 7 pupils now want to meet PM Lee Hsien Loong.
Pupils create own spelling lists

Pupils showed good command of English words and phrases. They
created their own list of words after each Saturday session. They wrote
what they saw or experienced that day Here are just a few examples
they only had 2 errors in their long spelling lists:

24-09-2022 — after visit to Lower Pierce Reservoir (start of Kallang
River)

Humans; Fishing; Water drops; Wild boar; Picture; Rooster; Turtle;
Reservoir; Thompson Plaza; Birds; Spider; Fish; Island; Forest;
Monkeys; Rain drops; Mud; Wind; River; Lizards; Trees; Bamboo; CCTV

15 October 2022 — after visit to URA, Boat Quay, Kallang Basin

Basmati rice with saffron; Trees; Black Adam; Raffles Hotel; National
Library; Mango (Lassi) Juice; Warm water; Lobsters; Crabs; Drawing;
Picture; Mirrors; Stairs; Arts and craft; Strings; Drawing; Mirrors; Stairs;
Arts and craft; Strings; House; Whole of Singapore; Bus; Bird; Seats;
Drivers; Fish; Kayaking; Kallang Basin; Maps; Old Singapore; Lift;
Kallang Wave; Chinatown; Stadium; Chairs and table; Cars; Bicycle
chains; Light; Raffles Hospital; Boat; Boat Quay; River; Singapore River;
Singapore Flyer

29 October 2022 - Little India/Indian Heritage Centre (the first of
visits to discover roots, heritage and its links to water. Next the children
go to Chinatown, Kampong Glam. Also visits to the Singapore Science
Centre, S.E.A Aquarium etc are being planned)

Indian Heritage Centre; Indian museum; A big carved wooden door;
Golden door; Arabic words; Trees; 4 children; Sofa; Clothes; 2 Adults; 5
boys; 3 girls; 2 teenagers; Carpets; Decoration; Dosai; Bhatura; Roti
Kirai; Gula Melaka; Trucks; Gold; Flowers; Indian Rojak; Birds; Statues;
Elephant; Statue; Video; Candles; Statue of Buddha; Vans; Cars; People
living in houses; Sarees; Oil pastel painting; Onions; Old pictures; Oil
lamps; Pink and yellow flowers; Candles; Food; One road; Indians;
Banana flower; Jewellery; Shops



Power of Peer Mentorship

Every Saturday, a group of student peer mentors join the programme to
guide and teach the 7 primary school pupils. The younger pupils need
help with maths, science and English. The older student mentors are
academically strong and they come from schools such as Raffles Girls
and Hwa Chong.

The 2 groups become friends and the peer mentors teach the pupils in a
patient way. The mentors also join the pupils for lunch and outings.

This bonding is important for building confidence and the pupils see their
mentors as role models. The regular involvement of the teenage
mentors is a strong statement of their interest in making a difference to
the lives of children from less privileged backgrounds.



